
I am blessed to say that I made it through and obtained 

my Bachelors of Art degree! It took seven years of over-

coming challenges for me to experience this level of ac-

complishment. Thank you to my MAACS mentor and the 

supports provided by BPEF during my times of need. I 

felt helpless until I met my mentor. She was more than 

just my mentor, she became my friend. She taught me 

how valuable mentoring can be and how it can help me 

accomplish the goals I set for myself. With this support, I 

had newfound confidence and was able to regain my de-

sire to finish high school and continue on to college.     

My mother passed away when I was nine years old. After 

her death, I stayed in Jamaica with my grandparents while 

other family members moved to America. I began to miss 

my family so my twin brother and I finally moved to 

America to live with our father. This family reunion was short-lived.  Before graduating from high school, my father and I lost con-

tact and my twin brother moved to Massachusetts. My family foundation was in shambles turning my life upside down.  

As my senior year of high school approached, I was starting to wonder what my future entailed. I thought I had my life planned outð

I felt discouraged. I missed my mother and my father was not a part of the picture when I needed him the most. I felt lost. With help 

from my MAACS mentor and the staff at BPEF, I weighed my options and decided to attend Housatonic Community College (HCC). 

I found myself crying at Ms. Faithôs office when I was confused and did not know what I wanted to do while at HCC. Out of all the 

places I could go, I felt most comfortable with her. She held me up when I felt down, and pushed me to do my best. She listened to 

me vent and reassured me that I have a bright future ahead of me and ñI got this!ò I cherished those words because she believed in me 

even when I did not believe in myself. I obtained my Associates degree at Housatonic Community College and started the journey to 

obtain my Bachelorôs degree at Monroe College in New York. 

Moving to a different state and phase was exciting. I was finally on track to finish my four-year degree. I lived with a relative, which 

helped me relieve financial stress, but this stability fell apart. I was told that I had to leave the house. My relative was already manag-

ing her aging motherôs failing health and I became an additional person for her to worry about.  I did not know where else to go and I 

knew if I went back home, it would be difficult for me to complete my degree. This led to a string of events involving me contemplat-

ing my next move for a couple of hours in my car and sleeping at a friendsô home for a few days before deciding to move onto cam-

pus.  

 

During my final year of undergrad, I was an intern with the MAACS program. A year later, Iôm proud to say that I am a site supervi-

sor with the Bridgeport Public Education Fund, Inc. Overcoming all of the obstacles I faced compelled me to stay involved and give 

back to those who supported me.  

Harding High 2011 

Monroe College 2017 

    - B.A. Human Services 

MAACS Site Supervisor 
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ñThank you to my MAACS mentor and the supports 

provided by BPEF during my times of need.ò 



My name is Tyevon and I was born in Bridgeport, CT to a 

single mother who possessed a work ethic that enabled 

her to never give up in the face of adversity. I inherited 

her tenacious personality. Through all the challenges, I 

attended high school every day and worked every night to 

earn and save money for my future. There were many 

roadblocks to me completing my education, yet I remain 

determined.  

Iôve always loved learning; however, one of my greatest 

roadblocks was housing instability. In one instance, my 

mom picked me up from school and drove all over the 

city until it was dark. When nighttime came, everything 

seemed pretty normal until we arrived at the apartment 

building we called home. My mom parked in the lot and 

stated ñweôre just going to sleep in the car tonight.ò This 

was the moment I became aware that something was amiss.  Thankfully, her Cutlass Supreme was a spacious vehicle with bench 

seats as it became our home for the next month. Having several experiences with homelessness beginning at age 11 into adulthood, I 

remained focused on my dream of earning a college degree. With the help of my Mentoring for Academic Achievement and College/

Career Success (MAACS) mentor, I made plans to attend college while carrying this baggage. 

After graduating from Bassick High School in 2007 and becoming a member of BPEFôs College Assistance Program (CAP), I began 

taking classes at Housatonic Community College (HCC). Yet again, I was embarrassed about my living and academic situations and 

did not want to ñbotherò anyone with my problems. I put on a brave face and acted as though my life was not in ruins, yet I was on 

academic probation. I decided to take an extended break from school to work and find a stable place to live. 

As a CAP student, there were times that I stopped communicating with the BPEF staff, yet they never stopped communicating with 

me. The BPEF staff still sent me emails, mailed letters and called to see how I was doing. They offered the financial support, motiva-

tion and encouragement needed for me to complete my education. I returned to HCC and paid out of pocket for my studies. Once 

HCC saw my commitment to my education, I was able to receive financial aid and complete my Associateôs degree in 2016. After 

completing my studies at HCC, I was accepted into Quinnipiac University to obtain my Bachelorôs degree. 

BPEF continues to be of great help to me. The financial assistance I received through this organization helped me reduce my 

tuition balances while attending Quinnipiac University. I am so close to graduation I can taste it. Iôve gotten offers from several com-

panies in the finance industry. One of the offers comes from Morgan-Stanley, the 6th largest financial institution in the country. I may 

have taken the long route but my career is right around the corner. My roadblocks and support system helped me to understand that 

education is the most valuable investment. 

Bassick High 2007 

Quinnipiac University 2019 

    - B.A. Finance 

Sales Specialist at BTX Global 
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ñThey offered the financial support, motivation and  

encouragement needed for me to complete my education.ò 


